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"Lies, damned lies and statistics"
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International receipts and arrivals recorded growth in 2002 ...
... and WTO projects further growth in arrivals for 2003

Global Insight, in contrast, expects declines

Markets

France outbound
Disappointing start to 2003 after good growth in 2002
Short breaks grow at the expense of longer leisure trip:
2002 was not a profitable year for package tour sales
USA outbound
2003 will be the third year of decline ...
... but Americans are still the biggest spenders on travi
Medium- to longer-term prospects are bullish
The German health holiday market
Prevention is better than cure
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Predominantly a domestic market, but foreign destinations are gaining
Growth in demand attracts generalist operators to the market

Destinations

China
The full impact of SARS is still impossible to assess ...
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... but most current short-term forecasts appear unduly pessimistic
Greater losses from domestic than international tourism
The heavy dependence on expatriate Chinese continues

Comparative Trends
World airport traffic
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